
Activity Sheet
Age 5+

Start!
Welcome to Talbot Rice Gallery.

This is a place where you can explore 
contemporary art.  Art can look like all 
kinds of diff erent things, and you can enjoy 
it just by looking, thinking, and using your 
imagination! 

This exhibition is called Piedras de Fuego
(that means “Fire Stones”) and is by an artist 
called Guadalupe Maravilla. Guadalupe 
was born in El Salvador, a small country in 
Central America.When he was eight years 
old, he had to leave because it was too 
dangerous to stay. He travelled 3000 miles 
all the way to the United States, and it took 
him three months to get there.

Guadalupe uses his own life story to 
inspire his art by making paintings, sounds, 
sculptures, and huge headdresses with 
objects found on his journey. 

The adventure starts in the Georgian 
Gallery at the end of the corridor and past 
the shop.

Guadalupe 
Maravilla / 
Piedras 
de Fuego 
(Fire Stones)

Can you hear a sound in the gallery?
Imagine if you could see that sound, what 
would it look like? Can you draw it? 

The music you hear has a harmonica, a 
fl ute and chimes. There is also another 
instrument that is in this room - can you 
fi nd it?  

Thank you
We hope that this exhibition inspired you 
to make art, be kind to yourself,  be kind to 
others and to open your mind to diff erent 
ways of thinking and healing from around 
the world.

Guadalupe thinks that we are our own 
healer and says that every day he does a 
very simple meditation that you can try for 
yourself...

Close your eyes,
Take a deep breath in,
Thank yourself and your body for all it, 
does for you every day.

It is very simple and can help you feel calm 
and grateful.
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Events
Little Creative Morning
Sat 14 Dec & Sat 18 Jan

Afterhours Making 
Wed 18 Dec & Wed 5 Feb

Sensory Friendly Morning
Tues 3 Dec & Tues 7 Jan

Curator’s Tour
Fri 13 Dec & Fri 7 Feb

Talbot Rice Gallery invites audiences of 
all ages and backgrounds to connect with 
contemporary art. All our events are free, 
with some drop-in sessions and other 
events bookable in advance. Dates, times 
and new events will be announced on our 
website.

Talbot Rice Gallery 
The University of Edinburgh
Old College, South Bridge, 

Edinburgh EH8 9YL

This instrument is called a ‘gong’ and looks 
like a big, fl at metal disc. It is part of the 
two large sculptures in the middle of the 
room called Disease Throwers. 

The artist plays the gong to make a ‘sound 
bath’, which means you listen to the sound 
waves all around you, almost like bathing 
in them! This is a time to relax, think quietly 
and maybe even feel better.

Using only one line, try and draw one of 
the Disease Throwers without taking your 
pencil off  the paper! 
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In El Salvador, people love decorating 
buses. Guadalupe has a big, silver bus 
called Mariposa Relampago, which means 
Lightning Butterfly. It is a real piece of art!

You can see it in the video shown upstairs 
and there is a small version made of 
volcanic rock in this exhibition.  

If you had your own bus, what would you 
name it?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Have a go at decorating your bus on the 
next page!

Can you make up a song you could sing to 
someone to make them feel better?  

Can you see the backpacks around the 
room? They are made of volcanic rocks 
and  remind us of the bags people carry 
when they leave their home to find a safer 
place.

If you had to make a long journey, what five 
things would you choose to take with you?

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Look up! 

Can you see beds made of strings? 

These are called hammocks. Guadalupe 
decided to hang them up high for 
ancestors to rest on. Ancestors are all the 
people who came before us, like your 
great-grandparents .

The words written on them form a song in 
Spanish: “Sana, sana, colita de rana. Si no 
sanas hoy, sanarás mañana.” In English 
it means: “Heal, heal little frog’s tail, if you 
don’t heal today, you will heal tomorrow.” It’s 
a song sung to make kids feel better if they 
get hurt. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Have a look around! 

There are lots of details in the art, and 
nothing is random. Every object you see 
has been collected by the artist and 
means something to him. 

Can you spot:

- A scorpion?

- A butterfly? 

- A dragon?  

- A duck? 

- A snake?

- A hand?

- A bird?

Play Tripa Chuca at home!

For this activity, you will need...

- Two players 
- A large piece of paper 
- Pencils, felt pens or coloured pencils

There’s a game from Central America 
called Tripa Chuca (which means “rotten 
guts”) or Tripas de Gato (“cat’s guts”) that 
Guadalupe played when he was a kid. 
He played it with other kids he met while 
traveling from El Salvador to Mexico. 

To play, you write each number from 1 to 
12 twice on a page. Then, you take turns 
drawing lines to connect the matching 
numbers (1 to 1, 2 to 2) without letting any 
lines cross each other. It gets harder as you 
go, making a maze! 

This game doesn’t always have to use 
numbers. You could also match words and 
pictures or find words with similar sounds. 
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